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Applegate, Katherine.  The One and Only Ivan 
Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living in a shopping mall, he has grown accustomed to humans watching him 
through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he hardly ever thinks about 
it at all. 
Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he's seen, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. 
Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see their home—and his 
own art—through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it's up to Ivan to make it a 
change for the better. 
 
Applegate, Katherine.  Ivan: The Remarkable True Story of the Shopping Mall Gorilla 
In a spare, powerful text and evocative illustrations, the Newbery medalist Katherine Applegate and the artist 
G. Brian Karas present the extraordinary real story of a special gorilla. 
Captured as a baby, Ivan was brought to a Tacoma, Washington, mall to attract shoppers. Gradually, public 
pressure built until a better way of life for Ivan was found at Zoo Atlanta. From the Congo to America, and from 
a local business attraction to a national symbol of animal welfare, Ivan the Shopping Mall Gorilla traveled an 
astonishing distance in miles and in impact. 
This is his true story and includes photographs of Ivan in the back matter. 
 
Calonita, Jen.  Sleepaway Girls 
Sam applies to be a counselor-in-training at Whispering Pines camp in the New York Catskills. But what she 
doesn't realize is that it's not going to be all Kumbaya sing-alongs and gooey s'mores. If Ashley, the alpha 
queen of Whispering Pines, doesn't ruin Sam's summer, then her raging crush on the surfer-blond and 
flirtatious Hunter just might. At least she has playful Cole, who's always teasing her, but is oh-so-comfortable 
to hang out with, and the singular gang of girls that become fast friends with Sam-they call themselves the 
Sleepaway Girls. 
 
Coben, Harlan.  Shelter  (Mickey Bolitar series #1) 
The stunning young adult debut from international adult bestseller Harlan Coben! 
Mickey Bolitar's year can't get much worse. After witnessing his father's death and sending his mom to rehab, 
he's forced to live with his estranged uncle Myron and switch high schools. Fortunately, he's met a great girl, 
Ashley, and it seems like things might finally be improving. But then Ashley vanishes. Mickey follows Ashley's 
trail into a seedy underworld that reveals that Ashley isn't who she claimed to be. And neither was Mickey's 
father. Soon Mickey learns about a conspiracy so shocking that it leaves him questioning everything about the 
life he thought he knew. 
 
Davis, Sampson, Jenkins, George, Hunt, Rameck, and Draper, Sharon.  We Beat the Street: How a 
Friendship Pact Led to Success 
Growing up on the rough streets of Newark, New Jersey, Rameck, George,and Sampson could easily have 
followed their childhood friends into drug dealing, gangs, and prison.  But when a presentation at their school 
made the three boys aware of the opportunities available to them in the medical and dental professions, they 
made a pact among themselves that they would become doctors.  It took a lot of determination—and a lot of 
support from one another—but despite all the hardships along the way, the three succeeded.  Retold with the 



help of an award-winning author, this younger adaptation of the adult hit novel The Pact is a hard-hitting, 
powerful, and inspirational book that will speak to young readers everywhere. 
 
Farmer, Nancy.  House of the Scorpion 
Matteo Alacran was not Born; He was Harvested. His DNA came from El Patron, lord of a country called 
Opium -- a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what was once called Mexico. Matt's first 
cell split and divided inside a petri dish. Then he was placed in the womb of a cow, where he continued the 
miraculous journey from embryo to fetus to baby. He is a boy now, but most consider him a monster -- except 
for El Patron. El Patron loves Matt as he loves himself, because Matt is himself. As Matt struggles to 
understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister cast of characters, including El Patron's power-hungry 
family, and he is surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards. Escape is the only chance Matt has to 
survive. But escape from the Alacran Estate is no guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his 
difference in ways he doesn't even suspect. 
 
Gansworth, Eric.  If I Ever Get Out of Here 
Lewis "Shoe" Blake is used to the joys and difficulties of life on the Tuscarora Indian reservation in 1975: the 
joking, the Fireball games, the snow blowing through his roof. What he's not used to is white people being 
nice to him -- people like George Haddonfield, whose family recently moved to town with the Air Force. As the 
boys connect through their mutual passion for music, especially the Beatles, Lewis has to lie more and more 
to hide the reality of his family's poverty from George. He also has to deal with the vicious Evan Reininger, who 
makes Lewis the special target of his wrath. But when everyone else is on Evan's side, how can he be 
defeated? And if George finds out the truth about Lewis's home -- will he still be his friend? 
 
Gantos, Jack.  Dead End in Norvelt 
Melding the entirely true and the wildly fictional, Dead End in Norvelt is a novel about an incredible two 
months for a kid named Jack Gantos, whose plans for vacation excitement are shot down when he is 
“grounded for life” by his feuding parents, and whose nose spews bad blood at every little shock he gets. But 
plenty of excitement (and shocks) are coming Jack’s way once his mom loans him out to help a feisty old 
neighbor with a most unusual chore—typewriting obituaries filled with stories about the people who founded 
his utopian town. As one obituary leads to another, Jack is launched on a strange adventure involving molten 
wax, Eleanor Roosevelt, twisted promises, a homemade airplane, Girl Scout cookies, a man on a trike, a 
dancing plague, voices from the past, Hells Angels . . . and possibly murder. 
 
Green, John.  The Fault in Our Stars 
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything 
but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus 
Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten. 
Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars is award-winning author John Green’s most 
ambitious and heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being 
alive and in love. 
 
Hillenbrand, Laura.  Unbroken  (Young Adult Adaptation) 
The #1 New York Times bestseller, which is also a major motion picture directed by Angelina Jolie, has now 
been adapted by the author for young adults. Beautifully illustrated throughout, this riveting biography includes 
more than 100 black-and-white photos, as well as exclusive content, "In Conversation," with Laura Hillenbrand 
and Louie Zamperini. 



 “Every young person should have the chance to read this book. It’s easy to think, growing up, that bravery is 
for other people, who are simply born heroic. But nothing about Louis marked him out for greatness. He 
started out as a misfit and troublemaker, but became a great man because of his choices. His story shows 
that everyone has the potential to rise above obstacles. It is not where you start out in life that counts the most, 
it is how you choose to face it."—Angelina Jolie 
 
Holm, Jennifer.  The Fourteenth Goldfish 
Galileo. Newton. Salk. Oppenheimer. 
Science can change the world . . . but can it go too far? 
Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She misses her old best friend. She even 
misses her dearly departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And 
weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist who’s always been slightly obsessed with 
immortality. Could this pimply boy really be Grandpa Melvin? Has he finally found the secret to eternal youth? 
 
Kidd, Chip.  Go:  A Kidd's Guide to Graphic Design 
Kids love to express themselves, and are designers by nature—whether making posters for school, deciding 
what to hang in their rooms, or creating personalized notebook covers. Go, by the award-winning graphic 
designer Chip Kidd, is a stunning introduction to the ways in which a designer communicates his or her ideas 
to the world. It’s written and designed just for those curious kids, not to mention their savvy parents, who want 
to learn the secret of how to make things dynamic and interesting. 
 
Lockheart, E.  We Were Liars 
A beautiful and distinguished family.  A private island.  A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.   A 
group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive.  A revolution. An accident. A secret.  Lies 
upon lies.  True love.  The truth. 
 We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense novel from New York Times bestselling author, National 
Book Award finalist, and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart.  
Read it.  And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE. 
 
Lu, Marie.  Young Elites 
Adelina Amouteru is a survivor of the blood fever. A decade ago, the deadly illness swept through her nation. 
Most of the infected perished, while many of the children who survived were left with strange markings. 
Adelina’s black hair turned silver, her lashes went pale, and now she has only a jagged scar where her left eye 
once was. Her cruel father believes she is a malfetto, an abomination, ruining their family’s good name and 
standing in the way of their fortune. But some of the fever’s survivors are rumored to possess more than just 
scars—they are believed to have mysterious and powerful gifts, and though their identities remain secret, they 
have come to be called the Young Elites. 
 
Meyer, Melissa.  Cinder  (#1 of the Lunar Chronicles) 
Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague ravages the population. 
From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. No one knows that Earth’s fate hinges 
on one girl. . . . 
Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She’s a second-class citizen with a mysterious past, reviled by her 
stepmother and blamed for her stepsister’s illness. But when her life becomes intertwined with the handsome 
Prince Kai’s, she suddenly finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. 



Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her past in order to 
protect her world’s future. 
 
Mlynowski, Sarah.  Gimme a Call 
A new life is just a phone call away! 
Devi's life isn't turning out at all like she wanted. She wasted the past three years going out with Bryan—cute, 
adorable, break-your-heart Bryan. Devi let her friendships fade, blew off studying, didn't join any clubs . . . and 
now that Bryan has broken up with her, she has nothing left. 
Not even her stupid cell phone—she dropped it in the mall fountain. Now it only calls one number . . . hers. At 
age fourteen, three years ago! 
Once Devi gets over the shock—and convinces her younger self that she isn't some wacko—she realizes that 
she's been given an awesome gift. She can tell herself all the right things to do . . . because she's already done 
all the wrong ones! Who better to take advice from than your future self? 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  Darius and Twig 
New York Times bestselling author and Printz Award winner Walter Dean Myers once again connects with 
teenagers everywhere in Darius & Twig, a novel about friendship and needing to live one's own dream. This 
touching and raw teen novel from the author of Monster, Kick, We Are America, Bad Boy, and many other 
celebrated literary works for children and teens is a Coretta Scott King Honor Book. 
Darius and Twig are an unlikely pair: Darius is a writer whose only escape is his alter ego, a peregrine falcon 
named Fury, and Twig is a middle-distance runner striving for athletic success. But they are drawn together in 
the struggle to overcome the obstacles that life in Harlem throws at them. The two friends must face down 
bullies, an abusive uncle, and the idea that they'll be stuck in the same place forever. 
 
Ness, Patrick.  A Monster Calls 
At seven minutes past midnight, thirteen-year-old Conor wakes to find a monster outside his bedroom 
window. But it isn't the monster Conor's been expecting— he's been expecting the one from his nightmare, 
the nightmare he's had nearly every night since his mother started her treatments. The monster in his 
backyard is different. It's ancient. And wild. And it wants something from Conor. Something terrible and 
dangerous. It wants the truth. From the final idea of award-winning author Siobhan Dowd— whose premature 
death from cancer prevented her from writing it herself— Patrick Ness has spun a haunting and darkly funny 
novel of mischief, loss, and monsters both real and imagined. 
 
Palacio, R.J.  Wonder  
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an 
ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 New 
York Times bestseller and included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of 
view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives 
converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 
 
Riordan, Rick.  Percy Jackson's Greek Gods 
A publisher in New York asked me to write down what I know about the Greek gods, and I was like, Can we do 
this anonymously? Because I don't need the Olympians mad at me again. But if it helps you to know your 
Greek gods, and survive an encounter with them if they ever show up in your face, then I guess writing all this 
down will be my good deed for the week. 



So begins Percy Jackson's Greek Gods, in which the son of Poseidon adds his own magic--and sarcastic 
asides--to the classics. He explains how the world was created, then gives readers his personal take on a 
who's who of ancients, from Apollo to Zeus. Percy does not hold back. "If you like horror shows, blood baths, 
lying, stealing, backstabbing, and cannibalism, then read on, because it definitely was a Golden Age for all 
that." 
 
Schmidt, Gary K.  The Wednesday Wars and Okay for Now 
In these award-winning companion novels, Gary D. Schmidt offers unforgettable characters set during the 
Vietnam era. The Wednesday Wars is a wonderfully witty and compelling story about a Holling and his 
mishaps and adventures over the course of the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York.  In Okay for 
Now, Doug struggles to be more than the "skinny thug" that some people think him to be.  
  
Sheinkin, Steve.  Bomb: The Race to Build - and Steal - the World's Most Dangerous Weapon 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to 
radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that 
spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific 
community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water 
manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at 
Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's 
most formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. 
 
Sloan, Holly Goldberg.  Counting by 7s 
This is an intensely moving middle grade novel about being an outsider, coping with loss, and discovering the 
true meaning of family. 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who 
finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her 
adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. 
 Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a 
baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily 
endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully 
believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 
 
Van Wagenen, Maya.  Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek 
"I wear glasses and braces. I do all my clothes shopping at Walmart and second-hand stores. I spend more 
time on algebra than I do on my hair." Teenager Maya Van Wagenen knew that adjusting to life at a new 
Texas school would be difficult, so she decided to take extreme measures. For the coming year, she lived by 
the advice of a trusted vintage source: the 1958 bestseller Betty Cornell's Glamour Guide for Teens. True, it 
wasn't always easy: Fashion guidelines like always wearing white gloves and thinking of your girdle as a girl's 
best friend might not have seemed doable in the new millennium, but surprisingly, Cornell's tips did eventually 
get Maya through what would have otherwise been a difficult year. (P.S. Dreamworks has optioned the film 
rights, making Van Wegenen the youngest non-actor ever to be signed by the moviemaker.) 
 



Woodson, Jacqueline.  Brown Girl Dreaming 
Jacqueline Woodson, one of today's finest writers, tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing 
verse. 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, 
she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the 
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, 
each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she 
searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice 
through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired 
her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 
 
Yancey, Rick.  5th Wave (Fifth Wave Series #1) 
The Passage meets Ender's Game in an epic new series from award-winning author Rick Yancey. 
After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only the lucky escape. And after the 3rd, only 
the unlucky survive. After the 4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no one. 
Now, it's the dawn of the 5th wave, and on a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs from Them. The beings 
who only look human, who roam the countryside killing anyone they see. Who have scattered Earth's last 
survivors. To stay alone is to stay alive, Cassie believes, until she meets Evan Walker. Beguiling and 
mysterious, Evan Walker may be Cassie's only hope for rescuing her brother--or even saving herself. But 
Cassie must choose: between trust and despair, between defiance and surrender, between life and death. To 
give up or to get up. 
 
Yousafzai, Malala with Patricia McCormick.  I Am Malala 
Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what 
she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the 
cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to 
survive.   
Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize winner. In 
this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been reimagined specifically for a younger 
audience and includes exclusive photos and material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who 
knew from a young age that she wanted to change the world — and did. 
 
 

Popular Series 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants - Ann Brasheres 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid - Jeff Kinney 
The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins 
Alex Rider - Anthony Horowitz 
Percy Jsckson, Heroes of Olympus, and Kane 
Chronicles series - Rick Riordan 
Harry Potter - J.K. Rowling 
Dork Diaries - Rachel Renee Russell 
Insignia - S.J. Kincaid 
Secrets of My Hollywood Life - Jen Calonita 

Divergent - Veronica Roth 
Delirium - Lauren Oliver 
Middle School and I Funny series  - James 
Patterson 
Matched - Ally Condie 
Twilight - Stephanie Meyer 
The Maze Runner - James Dashner 
If I Stay - Gayle Forman 
Gallagher Girls - Ally Carter 
Missing Series - Margaret Peterson Haddix 


